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a false reference : "p. 114" ought to run "p. 120." All these read- 
ings are undoubtedly notable, but the introduction of them into the 
text with the present evidence seems premature. 

But by far the boldest critical feat in the volume is the attempt to 
find a home for that waif and stray of early Christian tradition, the 
pericope of the adulteress. The manuscript evidence, here too, is very 
slight. The only authorities that can be adduced are the Ferrariani 
and a note in a lectionary now in Athens. The cursives named, how- 
ever, insert the narrative after Luke 21:38, where it is obviously 
out of place. So our author is obliged to look out for a more suitable 
position, which he ultimately finds after 5 : 36. But even then the 
pericope as it stands does not fit very well. So it is assumed that dur- 
ing its sojourn in the fourth gospel it contracted some corruption, 
which was retained when it was reinserted in the Ferrariani in the 
writing to which it really belonged. The restored beginning is given 
as follows : Kat eiroptvOrj eis to opos tw iXaimv. It must be allowed that 
the narrative thus adapted reads smoothly where it is placed, and that 
its style is clearly shown to be J^ucan rather than Johannine, but 
much stronger evidence is necessary to carry full conviction. 

The value of the work lies mainly in its abundant suggestiveness, 
and in its clear, convenient, and accurate presentation of the Western 
text. W. Taylor Smith. 

Exeter, England. 



Le Royaume de Dieu. Exposition abregee de 1'Evangile a l'usage 
des catechumenes. Par L. Emery et A. Fornerod, pro- 
fesseurs de theologie a l'universite de Lausanne. Lau- 
sanne: F.Rouge, 1898. Pp. 103. $0.25. 

The authors of this admirable little catechism are among the lead- 
ing advocates of theological progress in French Switzerland. They 
have recognized their obligation to help their less favored brethren 
into the larger light which has come to them. The reader will find 
here a catechism very different from that which his preconceptions 
have led him to expect. It is really interesting reading. The title 
presents the fundamental conception. The idea of the kingdom of 
God is taken as the central and starting point. Hence the mission 
and person of Christ are treated before the doctrine of God, since 
Jesus made the kingdom the great element in his teaching, which was 
indeed the " Gospel of the Kingdom," and he himself was its Founder. 



140 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

Then follows the treatment of " Men as Candidates for the Kingdom," 
and, still later, " God, the Sovereign of the Kingdom." There is a 
refreshing breadth as well as clearness in the handling of these topics 
which make it a model of its kind. If catechisms are necessary for 
the instruction of our Christian youth, no more useful book of the 
sort could be found than this unpretending, but thoroughly scholarly, 
manual. An adapted translation of it for our churches would be a not 
unacceptable boon. G. S. G. 



What the Bible Teaches : A Thorough and Comprehensive Study 
of all the Bible has to Say concerning the Great Doctrines 
of which it Treats. By R. A. Torrey, Superintendent of 
the Bible Institute, Chicago. New York, Chicago, and 
Toronto: The F. H. Revell Co., 1898. Pp. 539. $2.50. 

It is not possible to welcome this large volume with anything 
approaching enthusiasm. It represents a dying theory of inspiration, 
which views every word of the Old and New Testaments as equally 
authoritative. It is organized on a vicious system which draws the- 
ological propositions from texts isolated from their surroundings and 
interpreted as though they were individual divine utterances dropped 
down from heaven. It views the Old Testament as a hunting ground 
for predictions of Jesus Christ, his earthly activity, and his second 
coming. The banality of some of its statements is only equaled by 
their originality. From Acts 16 : 25 the proposition is inferred and 
solemnly put forth that "The prisoner should pray in prison." From 
Ps. 78:29 comes the following, "Angels eat." From Gen. 2:19 is 
drawn the conclusion that " Man was created with sufficient intellec- 
tual capacity to give names to all living creatures," and hence " the 
development of man from an originally low order of intellectual 
beings closely resembling the ape, is a figment of unbridled imagina- 
tion falsely dubbed science. There is absolutely not one fact to 
sustain it." 

The kind of biblical "science" which the author puts forth may 
seem to him " a thorough and comprehensive study of all the Bible has 
to say concerning the great doctrines of which it treats," but to any- 
one who really understands what the study of the Bible means and 
what a claim like that put forth in the words quoted above involves, 
this book is little less than a travesty. It starts the student on a 
faulty method, cultivates in him a narrow conception of the Bible, and 



